
           

	
	
	
	


	Item
	Discussion Point
	Action

	1.
	FAITAG management
	

	
	This will now be managed as a working group, with Heather Koldewey, Isabel Koch, Joao Falcato and Paul Van den Sande as members. 
	

	
	A copy of the presentation given at the FAITAG meeting is sent as a separate document.
	

	2.
	Conservation questionnaire
	

	
	Joao Falcato gave a presentation on the results of the conservation questionnaire (included in presentation document). 
	

	
	Discussion session:
	

	
	JF – the key items for the FAITAG to progress are green policies, campaigns, newsletter and breeding programmes
	

	
	Concern that the results might be skewed i.e. those who are interested already are the ones who have responded! JF responded that we have to work with the information we have, and this still offers considerable opportunity for increased activity for the FAITAG. 
	

	
	We need to know what conservation activities are going on in EUAC member aquariums. Need to compile this information and look for potential opportunities/linkages. 
	

	
	a) Green policies
	

	
	Agreed that this should be a compilation of information on practices in different aquariums. Once the current initiatives have been compiled, these can be shared. The next stage is to look into these practices in more detail. A volunteer is required to co-ordinate this information. None were forthcoming during the meeting, but this will be followed up by the FAITAG. The policies will be posted in the members section of the website.
	FAITAG group

	
	PVdS will include questions about green policies/practices in the ethics questionnaire.
	PVdS

	
	b) Campaigns
	

	
	It was agreed that the most efficient way of trialling a campaign in EUAC aquariums was for members to participate in the next EAZA campaign on the Amphibian Crisis. This is promoted by EAZA and WAZA and is a relevant campaign for aquariums. Aquariums previously involved in campaigns encouraged participation as a good team building exercise within the organisation, as well as within the European community. 
	

	
	Concern was expressed that many marine-focussed aquariums would not easily be able to participate. Reference was made to previous campaigns on tigers, where fundraising efforts were highest at a bird collection! Relating to climate change and an exhibit of marine toads are also options. Ideas can be small or large, so small aquariums should not feel excluded. 
	

	
	HJK and Sam Furrer will liaise with EAZA and inform people on how they can participate in the campaign. 
	HJK, SF

	
	Another concern was with language issues. Aquariums can take on local translation of the EAZA information pack and this has happened in previous years. 
	

	
	Members were reminded that the EUAC committee has agreed to allocate the EUR10,000 of conservation funding for next year to amphibian projects. 
	

	
	In years where the EAZA campaign is not aquatic, we can look at whether there is an aquarium specific campaign e.g. shark finning, sustainable seafood. 
	

	
	c) Breeding programmes
	

	
	It has been agreed between the EEP committee and the EUAC executive committee that there will be a special term used for the FAITAG ESBs – they will be known as Fish ESBs or FESBs. There was some concern expressed whether there was a need for this discrimination and that it could cause problems with future programmes (e.g. corals) and would sound strange with current ones (e.g. Zebra shark fish ESB). Others felt it was important to distinguish the FAITAG ESBs from others run exclusively within EAZA. It was agreed that for now we would use FESB and this can be reviewed. 
	

	Seahorses
	The potential for FESBs for the two European seahorse species was discussed. It was agreed that the methods for population management needed to be resolved and that further detail was required from those aquariums successfully breeding these species before ESB proposals could be submitted.
	HJK

	
	Members were supportive of the idea of a Syngnathidae Husbandry Symposium in 2009. HJK will discuss further with the advisory committee on the symposium series and then confirm a date. 
	HJK

	
	d) Support programmes
	

	Taxonomy
	We need to compile information on what is being bred in European aquariums. We will look to achieve this through re-activating the Taxonomic database support programme (Joao Correia and Antonio Pérez Cribeiro), including more information on breeding. The work done by Michael Laterveer also needs to be reviewed.
	JC, APC, ML

	
	JC reported that the previous taxonomy database had been problematic due to a lack of input and also because we had hoped ZIMS would be further ahead. Instructions will be redistributed and it is hoped that members will be actively involved again.
	JC

	Health
	Pablo presented the results of the questionnaire and will complete the write up, then review how to proceed after a year.
	PA

	Water quality
	Piet Sondervan and Stefan Inselmann have agreed to re-activate this programme and various ideas were presented. It was agreed that compiling information on energy efficient approaches to LSS design and management would be very useful. 
	PS, SI

	
	The future plans of the Water Quality SP are as follows:
Recommendations of water quality parameters
Standardisation of measurements and units
Standardisation of added mixtures
Recommendations for discharging water

Recommendations on intelligent LSS layouts

Our Objectives should be energy saving - getting greener

 

A first practical step is to start up a water quality section on the EUAC website with the water quality parameters broken down to various applications (tropical marine/ coral exhibits/ambient freshwater etc.)

Second a page holding a table of units and the different spelling of them, including calculations within.  

 
WQSP is searching for laboratories who are willing and capable to determine trace elements in seawater to become a kind of standardisation in analysis to discuss better our system parameters
 
The WQSP should be a helpful tool for members in any way of water quality.
	PS, SI

	3.
	AOB
	

	
	Max Janse reported a Dutch professional photographer who has images available of sharks and finning that are available for conservation/education purposes. Contact Max if interested.
	

	
	Eugene Bruins reported a change in diving legislation in the Netherlands – there is now a specific code for aquarium diving. Contact Eugene if interested. 
	

	
	The next FAITAG meeting will be 10th-11th May at Rotterdam Zoo. This is a workshop meeting and will be linked with the Amphibian and Reptile TAG meetings. A half day workshop on amphibian husbandry and management will be included.
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